
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  

 

November 21, 2011 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

November 21, 2011, was called to order by President Snyder at 5:32 p.m. in the Instructional Services 

Conference Room of the Administration Building. 

 

Board Members Present: Tom Eddy, Ted Hartridge (arrived 5:40 p.m.), Geoff Howe (arrived 6:15 

p.m.), Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and Joanne 

Willson 

 

Board Members Absent:  None 

 

Administration Members Present: Larry Killips, Rob Olsen, Ric Perry and Craig Ross 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion offered by President Snyder, seconded by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session for the purpose of discussing student discipline and pending litigation [Sections 

8 (b) and 8 (e) of the Open Meetings Act].  Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor 

of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 5:32 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session and recessed at 6:25 p.m. 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

November 21, 2011, was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by President Snyder in the Community Room of 

the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 70 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Tom Eddy, Ted Hartridge, Geoff Howe, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, 

Randy Van Antwerp and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

DISTRICT RECOGNITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The Community Relations Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, introduced Moorsbridge teachers, Ms. Sheryl 

Zook and Ms. Nancy Repp.  Ms. Zook and Ms. Repp shared highlights of the “Play 60” program and the 

Board received a presentation by Moorsbridge students.  On behalf of the Board, President Snyder 

thanked the students, Ms. Zook and Ms. Repp for their presentation. 

 

REPORTS 

 



 

 2 

Superintendent’s Report: Interim Superintendent, Dr. Ric Perry, informed the Board that 

Administration has followed-up with a parent who recently wrote a letter to the editor regarding a bus 

accident. 

 

Dr. Perry recognized a Northern High School graduate, Mr. Jacob Vogds, for having three works of art 

on display by International Baccalaureate (IB) Organization.  He informed the audience that the art 

featured in the IB display is selected from the best pieces of student work worldwide and noted that a student 

may have two pieces selected but three is a rare accomplishment. 
 

Dr. Perry informed the Board that West Middle School was recently recognized as one of the top 

schools in Michigan for having an outstanding professional learning community (PLC).  This award is 

from the organization Solution Tree and is both a process and a culture for improving student 

achievement. 

 

Dr. Perry shared news that The Center for Michigan and Bridge Magazine has named the District 

“Academic State Champions” recognizing academic achievement in 4
th

 grade reading, math and writing 

as well as 8
th

 grade reading, math and science.  These certificates were based on rankings for the 

2010/11 school year noting Portage was judged against peer districts. 

 

Dr. Perry acknowledged that the Central High School choir will be singing back-up for Mr. Kenny 

Rodgers when he performs at Western Michigan University. 

 

Dr. Perry noted there will be no school on Wednesday, November 23.  With the buildings being closed, 

temperatures will be dialed back as well as other cost savings initiatives will be instituted in the District. 

 

Dr. Perry introduced Mr. Tom Mathison, Principal In Charge; Mr. Mike Galovan, Project Coordinator; 

and Mr. Jim Ross, Project Coordinator; from Tower Pinkster.  Mr. Mathison shared an update on the 

facilities review including data analysis and community meetings to formulate a master plan for the 

District.  Mr. Mathison and Dr. Perry responded to Trustee questions regarding available land in the 

District, population trends and the benefits of a campus idea to leverage shared facilities and courses.  

Trustees thanked the Tower Pinkster team for their efforts to help the District create the best 

environment for student achievement.  Trustees stressed this plan will help the District maintain 

buildings and prioritize the use of funds for improvements over the next decade. 

 

Financial Report:  The Business Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock, shared highlights of the 2010/11 

Audit and introduced Ms. Krystal Benson and Mr. Stephen Blann, Auditors from Rehmann Robson.  Mr. 

Blann provided details on the 2010/11 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, Single Audit Report, 

and Management Letter and congratulated the District on a clean report. 

 

Mrs. Colestock presented a financial report for the four month period ending October 31, 2011. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Snyder opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if there 

were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Hartridge explained guidelines the Board 

uses for this portion of the meeting. 
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Ms. Sarah Beuker, 6838 Isabelle Street, a parent and member of the FAFF (Food Allergic Families and 

Friends), thanked the Board and Administration for steps already taken regarding the need for a 

standardized food allergy policy.  Ms. Beuker thanked Mrs. Sarah Baker, Instructional Services 

Coordinator, for coordinating the Food Allergy Task Force, and looks forward to working with her on 

this important safety issue. 

 

Ms. Julie Pryor, 5885 Baywood Drive, a parent, echoed Ms. Beuker’s comments urging the need for a 

District standardized food allergy policy.  Ms. Pryor thanked the Ms. Susan Livingston, Food Group 

Manager, for her assistance on this issue. 

 

President Snyder opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mr. Eddy thanked Ms. Beuker and Ms. Pryor for their comments and noted he is also a member of the 

Food Allergy Task Force.  Mr. Eddy confirmed the need for consistency on this issue in the District. 

 

Mr. Rathburn recognized the Northern High School drama students and Directors: Mrs. Laurel Scheidt 

and Mr. Mike Scheidt, for the wonderful performance of Thoroughly Modern Millie.  He also thanked 

Ms. Zook, Ms. Repp and the Moorsbridge students for their Play 60 presentation.  Mr. Rathburn noted 

he is also on the Champions for Healthy Kids county-wide task force that is looking at ways to get 

students moving. 

 

Mr. Howe congratulated the West Middle School staff and administrators for the professional learning 

community (PLC) national recognition by Solution Tree. 

 

Mrs. Willson shared high school news from Central regarding the cabaret, Northern’s drama production 

and Central and Northern High School Choirs that attended a competition at St. Mary’s. 

 

Mr. Hartridge echoed Mr. Rathburn’s comments on the production of Thoroughly Modern Millie, 

acknowledged the wonderful presentation by Moorsbridge students and stressed the need to protect 

District youth. 

 

President Snyder opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 

 

Mrs. Willson reported on the Curriculum Committee meeting that pertained to tests administered, the 

science program, MEAP (Michigan Educational Assessment Program) testing and common core.  

President Snyder added the Curriculum Committee plans to discuss student achievement based issues at 

a future Board work study session. 

 

Mr. Eddy reported on Facilities Committee’s continued work with Tower Pinkster and noted the items 

listed on the master plan are needs and are related to student achievement.  Mr. Eddy informed the 

Board that the Superintendent Search Committee would release the names of the firms to be interviewed 

later this week. 

 

Mr. Van Antwerp shared a draft of Policy 3.12 Superintendent Evaluation Process replacing the current 

Policy 3.9.  This revision encompasses MASB (Michigan Association of School Boards) evaluation 

tools regarding goals, and a rating scale as part of the new school code.  He urged Trustees to contact 

him with feedback on the Policy.  President Snyder thanked Mr. Van Antwerp for his work on this 
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Policy and reminded Trustees, with only one Board meeting in December, this would be brought 

forward as an action item. 

 

Mr. Rathburn informed the Board of a legislative meeting he and President Snyder have with Senator 

Tonya Schuitmaker. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

President Snyder presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the Board of 

Education: The minutes of the October 24, 2011, Special and Regular Business Meetings, October 

26, 2011, Policy Governance Retreat, and November 7, 2011, Special Meeting and Committee of 

the Whole Work Session. 

 

There being no objections, motion carried unanimously. 

 

REQUIRED APPROVAL ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

approve the appointment of the following new teachers: Ms. Tara Heywood and Mr. Tom 

Laskarides, as presented. 

 

Dr. Perry noted these new teacher hires are adjustments made since the school year began and provided 

background information on both teachers. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. Hartridge, that the Board of Education adopt the 

Resolution which encourages the Governor and Legislature to fully replace the revenues lost 

through the proposed cuts to the personal property tax, as presented. 

 

Dr. Perry noted legislators appear to be putting this on hold to explore replacing revenues.  He also 

discussed how this revenue loss impacts the school, city and library.  Mrs. Colestock summarized the 

severity of the impact to the District budget.  President Snyder noted the Board could be forced to move 

this revenue loss to the citizens by increasing the millage rate. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

adopt the resolution that authorizes the Portage Public Schools to continue summer tax collections 

in 2012, as presented.   

 

Mrs. Colestock provided historical information on this reoccurring resolution. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, seconded by Mr. Hartridge, that the Board of Education approve the 

purchase of 764 desktop computers from Sehi Computer Products, Inc., for an amount not to 
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exceed $336,924.00, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond Fund 1 and the Food Service Fund, as 

presented.   

 

Mr. Dan Vomastek, Director of Information and Technology Systems, shared detailed information on this 

recommendation and responded to Trustee questions regarding the use of food service funding, timing of 

the purchase, and highlighting the fact that this almost $200,000 under the purchase allocation. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education approve the 

purchase of 1,350 Microsoft Office 2010 Software Licenses from CDW-G via the State of 

Michigan Purchase Agreement for an amount not to exceed $56,983.50, proceeds coming from 

the 2008 Bond Fund 1, as presented.   

 

Mr. Vomastek provided background on this recommendation. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Hartridge, seconded by Mrs. Willson, that the Board of Education accept 

the 2010/11 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, Single Audit Report, and Management 

Letter, as presented. 

 

Mrs. Colestock discussed the State Transparency Reporting criteria and information contained on the 

District web site as well as submitting the 2010/11 audit. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

approve the request for Central High Band students to travel to the Island of Oahu, Hawaii.  The 

trip date will be tentatively set for June of 2013, as presented. 

 

Dr. Perry noted this request is coming to the Board in the early planning stages in order to solicit student 

interest and begin collecting deposits. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Howe, that the Board of Education approve the 

Northern High School Band students to travel to Disney World in Orlando, Florida.  The trip date 

will be set for March 28 through April 3, 2012, as presented. 

 

Dr. Perry noted this trip does not interfere with student instructional time. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, seconded by Mr. Hartridge, that the Board of Education approve the 

Board Norms and Code of Ethics, as presented. 
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President Snyder discussed replacing the current Board Norms noting the Trustees began discussing and 

processing this revision at their Governance Retreat.  Mr. Eddy noted the document would be signed by 

all Trustees and appear both on the District web site as well as in the Community Room. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

The Board reconvened in Closed Session at 8:20 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 8:50 p.m. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

approve the recommendation to reinstate an expelled student for the sole purpose of enrolling in 

Kalamazoo Public Schools, as presented. 

 

Motion carried by a vote of 6-0 with Mr. Howe abstaining. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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